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SUNDAY TIMES REVIEW PANEL

Brief

The purpose of this panel is to review the systems and processes at the Sunday Times in order to gain an understanding of how recent stories which fell short of standards of journalistic excellence were printed. The panel will make recommendations for future action to enable the Sunday Times to produce bold, incisive journalism that maintains the utmost credibility with its audience.

The panel will therefore:

· Identify shortfalls in the editorial process from conceptualisation to publication;

· Review the use of the Accuracy Check and other quality control systems currently in place;

· Review specific case studies;

· Review post-publication processes for complaints;

· Review relevant policies such as sourcing;

· Consider any other issues relevant to the credibility of the newspaper.

It will do so by:

· Reviewing all codes and quality control systems currently in place;

· Reviewing current processes and implementation of codes and policies;

· Developing and examining at least three case studies of articles from origination to post-publication;

· Holding large group discussions with staff and managers;

· Holding small peer group discussions with staff and managers;

· Examining international best practice;

· Examining the processes and policies related to legal checks.

The final report will be presented to editors and the panel will be available to present the findings to staff. 

